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April 20, 2010

The Conference on Good Governance, Peace, Security, and Sustainable
Development in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa a Resounding Success!

Summary
The thr ee-day Conference on Good Governance, Peace, Security, and
Sustainable Development in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa, held at the

Double Tree Hotel in Arlington, V  irginia from April 9 -11, 2010, was a
resounding success. The conference , whose honorary cha ir was the unjustly
imprisoned political leader Judge Birtukan Medeksa, offered an in -depth
examination and discussion of the challenges facing Ethiopia and the Horn of

Africa, and t he prospedbtes sdndoobeetace and good
region. The conference panels explored the prospects for advancing democracy,
economic development, and security and discussed how to undertake advocacy
for a people-oriented U.S. foreign policy towards Ethiopia and the Horn of
Africa. The underlying consensus and message of many of the participants was
that there is a need to  build partnerships and collaborations on what was
common to all and not to focus on differences. The participants identified
political leadership as a key missing factor for the absence of go od governance,
democratization and conflict prevention in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa. The
symposium was attended by close to a thousand people over the three days
coming from various parts of the United States , Canada, Europe and Africa.
There were c lose to 70 speakers and panelists . For the first time, Conference
proceedings were streamed live  on the internet  for all to watch and at one point
there were nearly 15,000 observers around the world watching the live
transmissions. Furthermore, the audio o f the proceedings was transmitted to
various Vvirtual facilities. Organizers noted that over 7 ,500 listeners were
variously in the discussion facilities and there were 240,000 hits on the
organizers dwebsites . Finally, Conference organizers are proud to not e that not

go
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only a wide spectrum of the Ethiopian Diaspora was represented at the
conference reflecting the sentiments of Ethiopian s, but participants from
Eritrea, Somali a, and the Sudan also enriched the decisions.

Salient points that emerged from the co nference:

1 Speakers noted that a change in strategy and approach on
organizing the Ethiopian Diaspora is essential and acknowledged
that Ethiopians abroad have the power to demand a more
responsible engagement of the United States and the West with the
Hor n of Africa. They also noted that changes in American policies
will not take place unless the Diaspora begins to work with and
engage U.S. public officials such as  representatives in Congress.

1 Participants discussed concerns that U .S. unconditional assista nce
tonon-democratic regimes such as Ethiopia
instability of the Horn of Africa, which is ultimately detrimental to
U.S. interests.

1 Speakers posited that governance in Ethiopia suffers from deficits
of democracy, repeated violations  of human rights, and limitations
on peopleds ability to choose their gov

1 Reduction of conflict, instability due to political turmoil, ethnic
violence, poverty, and bad governance continues to threaten
human security in Ethiopia and the Horn of Afri ca.

1 Many speakers agreed that advancing democracy, human rights
and good governance are the sine qua non to prevent conflict in
Ethiopia and the Horn and to promote long-term U.S. national
interests.
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There was considerable discussion about the importance o f
advocacy in promoting democracy, human rights and regional
stability.

Nearly all speakers underlined the undemocratic and authoritarian
nature of the current Ethiopian government of Prime Minister
Meles Zenawi.

Many highlighted the ever increasing unfair domination of the
Ethiopian political scene by a mono  -ethnic, self centered, brutal,
and corrupt political elite headed by Prime Minister Meles Zenawi.

Many speakers decried the increasing amalgamation of political
power and business and financial favorit ism, and the lack of
transparency about the control of political party owned and
operated businesses .

Several speakers stressed the need for dialogue between the
Ethiopia n and Eritrea n people, as people linked by -culture,
tradition, history, and economics. The status quo is wasteful and

costly to both.

While investment in agriculture is critical to agricultural and
economic growth in any  developing country, including Ethiopia,
the current aggressive and  non -transparent land grab by foreign
investors in Eth iopia, facilitated by the Ethiopian government with

little to no consultation with Ethiopian farmers, compromises
Ethiopia's national security , age-old independence, and the
livelihoods of small holder peasant farmers, and disturbs the land
tenure systems of certain regions.
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Future conferences should attempt to address the lack of
representation of women , youth, and other stakeholders in such
discussions. Conference organizers were urged to increase their
efforts to included women, Muslims, and the young.

Many speakers protested the scheduling of sham elections when
key former political contenders are illegally held in prison for
crimes they did not commit.
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Daily Catalogue of Events
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This summary of the conference proceedings presents on ly highlights of the
multitude of presentations made in the course of the three days. It is intended

to give readers a flavor of the series of insightful speeches made by a large
number of scholars, analysts, policymakers, and activists.

Friday April 9,20 10

10:00 0 12:00 A.M Opening & Plenary Session

After introductory remarks by Dr. Gezahegen Bekele, Executive Director of
Advocacy for Ethiopia (AFE), and a welcoming speech made by Ambassador
Imiru Zelleke , chairman of Ethiopian National Priorities Consu ltative Process,
the first day opened with a session that included Gerald LeMelle, Executive
Director of Africa Action , and Emira Woods, co -director of Foreign Policy in
Focus, Institute for Policy Studies (IPS).

10
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Dr. Gezahegen Bekele, = AFE Executive Direc tor
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Ambassador Imiru Zelleke , chairman of Ethiopian National Priorities Consultative
Process

Session co -chairs: Dr. Getachew Metaferia & Ambassador Ayalew Mandefro

Mr. LeMelle and Ms. Woods explained to the conference audience that they

were surprised wh en they were visited by officials from the Ethiopian embassy

and were requested to refrain from speaking at or sponsoring the conference,

| abeling the organizers of toWile welconiirgrtoe nce as
hear from diverse stakeholders on an iss ue, b oth speakers strongly rejected  an

approach of attempting to silence a Diaspora which comes together to engage

in civil discourse about the challenges facing Ethiopia and the Horn. Ms.

12
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Woods stated that it was not too long ago that the United States re moved
Mandela from the list of  derrorists . 0

Gerald LeMelle, Executive Director of Africa Action

Ms. Woods and Mr. LeMelle spoke about the nature of a U.S. foreign policy
which ignores the long term effects of providing support for authoritarian
regimes and contributing to conditions in which regions like the Horn are
awash with arms. She urged the audience to appeal for a more responsible
foreign policy toward the Horn, by writing letters to and calling their political

13
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representatives in the United Stat es Congress and other government
institutions.

Emira Woods, co -director of Foreign Policy in Focus, Institute for Policy Studies (IPS)

Furt her mor e, Clsahge dossanotdhappen without people pushing it
forward and making it happen. We have power i n this room and beyond this
room. The U .S. cannot continue to spend dollars on weapons and must shift
towards human needs such as job creation . This can happen if we are vigilant.
Get ourselves elected. And it can and will be done. 6

14
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1-3:30 P.MPlenary Session conti nuedée

United States foreign policy toward Ethiopia and the Horn was front and centre
in the next session. Participants of the Panel were Ambassador David Shinn,
Professor Ter rence Lyons of George Mason University, Professor Theodore
Vestal of Oklahoma State University, = and Professor George Ayittey of American
University and Free Africa Foundation.

(@l

Ms. Wassy Tesf a, AFE

Ms. Wassy Tesfa of AFE who chaired the session in her welcoming speech
stated that what brought people together to the confer ence was the hope of

15
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starting a new discourse in the region. She also articulated her wish that the
conference help shift peopl appreach from an exclusionary to an
inclusionary  approach , finding and building on what is common amongst
them. Former Ambass ador to Ethiopia David Shinn highlighted his strong
support for term limits for the heads of government around the world, pointing

out the absence of term limits for the most important political position in
Ethiopia, that of the prime minister.
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Ambassad or David Shinn, Professor Terence Lyons of George Mason University, Professor
Theodore Vestal of Oklahoma State University

16
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Terrence Lyons, Professor at George Mason University, and election observer
from the Carter Center, gave an overview of elections in Ethiopia, highlighting
the increasing entrenchment of power of the EPRDF through uncompetitive
elections with each successive election cycle

Professor George Ayittey  , The Free Africa Foundation

Theodore Vestal, Professor Emeritus at Oklahoma State Univ ersity, a third
member of this panel, provided an analysis of the modus operandi of the
EPRDF. Professor George Ayittey of the Free Africa Foundation spoke about the
importance of institutions such as an independent judiciary and a free press to

17
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create a r obust democracy. Reflecting on the problem of weak institutions in

Africa, Dr . Ayittey |l ikened African despots
surface even after the one before them has been destroyed. He further stated
that it is the system that has to change and not just the leader , likening an

attempt to fix the problem of a defunct car by merely replacing the driver

Dr. Berhanu Nega of Bucknell University and Mayor elect of Addis Ababa in the
2005 election , stated that the opposition party did not r efuse to take over the
reigns of power in Addis Ababa, instead the ruling party EPDRF was not
prepared nor willing to hand over power even in areas where it was clearly

losing the election. A discussion ensued about what one can do to change
governme nts when the government itself does not respect and abide by its own
constitution , as has been consistently the case in Ethiopia.

18
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Dr. Berhanu Nega, Mayor elect of Addis Ababa in the 2005 election

19
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4:00 - 6:30 P.M Advocacy fora People -Oriented U.S. Foreign Policy

The session was co -chair ed by Dr. Msmaku Asrat and Dr. Kassa Ayalew. After
opening remarks the meeting was turned over to the speakers.
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Dr. Msmaku Asrat  and Dr. Kassa Ayalew

Douglas Brooks, Vice President of Gong, Brooks and Associates, Inc.,
discussed on how best to work with U .S. law makers and influe nce U.S. policy
towards Ethiopia through advocacy and how to create a strong pol itical action

committe e. Mr. Brooks also discussed the importance of filling out the 2010
census survey, no least to be counted and become visible as Ethiopians and
Ethiopian -Americans in the United States

20
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of Gong, Brooks and Assaciates, Inc

21
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Foll owi ng Mr . Brooksods presentation, Execut.i
Armeni an National Committee of America, provided a view of effective

organizing and lobbying of the United States congress and the administration,

drawing on his rich experience as an activist on Armenian community

concerns .

Mr Aram Hamparian, Executive Direct or for Armenian National Committee of America

o

a
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Ms. Niemat Ahmadi, the Darfuri Liaison Officer with the Save Darfur Coalition,
delivered a talk about cooperation between the diaspora from the Horn of Africa
within the United States and abroad, focusing in particular on the role of
Africans on advocacy to promote democracy and human rights in the Horn of

Africa.

Ms. Niemat Ahmadi, The Darfuri Liaison Officer

23
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Saturday, April 10, 2010

9:30 - 10:30 A.M Plenary Session
The Honorable Ana Gomez OoEuropean Par liament

Saturday morning was kicked off with Ms. Wassy Tesfa introducing the
legendary European Parliamentarian Ana Gomes, whom she compared with the
suffragettes Sylvia Pankhurst, a hero of the Ethiopian people during the Italian
occupation.  Mme. Gomes , who led the European delegation to observe the
2005 elections in Ethiopia; could not make the conference because she had to
lead a delegation to Sudan at the last minute and therefore made herself
available by phone.

24
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Dr Berhanu Nega, Ms. Wassy Tesfa , EU Parliamentarian Ana Gomes on the Phone

In her very moving speech over the phone, Mme. Gome S expressed her
gratitude for being invited to the conference and reminisced what a hopeful day

El ection Day was in Ethiopia, i n dind &ame At t ha
out from early dawn to practice their rights and take part in the first
democratic elections that ever took place in

horror and disappointment she felt when she saw people being killed and
harassed because th ey practiced their democratic rights. Mme Gome S
expressed her disapproval at the continuous incarceration of Judge Birtukan
Mideksa and other political prisoners. She expressed her alarm that Western

25
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governments continued to mostly ignor e the political at rocities that the
Ethiopian government is committing and that they instead offer  their complicit
support of the regime.

11:00 AM - 1.00 P.M Panel Discussion: ldeology and Political Governance
Participants of this panel were Drs. Msmaku Asrat, Aregawi Bere he, Berhanu
Nega, Prof. Messay Kebede, Ato Jawar Siraj Mohammed. Papers were read from

Dr. Negede Gobeze and Professor Mam mo Muchie. The session was chaired by
Professor Getachew Begashaw.

G

DOUBLETREE
HOTEL

Professor Getachew Begashaw
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The panel discussed on the genera | topic of ideology and political governance in
Ethiopia . It thoroughly deliberated on vast issues ranging from the process of
the Ethiopian state formation to present day ethnic fragmentation, from the
ancient traditional rules and values that governed a nd fomented harmonious
living and administrative arrangements of the people to the present day
radicalism and ethnic federation, and from the current fragmentation of politics

in Ethiopia to the roadmap for peace and stability.

Prof. Messay Kebede, Dr. Berhanu Nega, Ato Jawar Siraj Mohammed and Dr. Aregawi
Berehe

27
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Many useful and actionable pointers as well as divergent ideas to solving the
current political, economic, and social problems of Ethiopia, at the backdrop of
the unbearable oppression by the et  hno -dictatorial regime of Mr. Meles Zenaw |,

have been tabled by notable scholars like Dr . Mismaku Asrat, who presented a
roadmap on Peace and Stability and voiced a strong opposition to ethnic
division. He elaborated on the historical evolution of the geog raphical division

of the country as being more topographical than ethnic and that people of

different linguistic backgrounds lived in the same administrative areas. Dr.

Aregawi Berhie , a student of ethnicity , s a i wle cannot discard ethnic divisions

or eth nicity ; we have to resolve ethnicity by confronting it .6 Moreover, h
el aborated on the fact that Ethiopia had a 0°
not community based but crafted by the elite like many nations in Africa and

that this has to change.  Prof. Berhanu Nega, focused on the western myth of

odevel opment bri ngi ng é asb doletate thee diciatorsa @yHe
commented among other things on the pervasiveness of the demoralization of

the educated clad<taHer staredt & Huonpliatihgessness
people and robbing them of their livelihood s. Furthermore, he discussed

missed opportunities for democracy and reconciliation in Ethiopian history ,

including the 2005 elections. T he brilliant and promising young activist Jawar

Siraj Mohammed  captured the participants & at t ewth ihis meas. On

discussing the polarized positions in the ethnic discourse ,he said ONeithe
them (extreme nationalist s and ethno -centrists) can sustain themselves ; they

have to negotiate and reconcile. Ethnic nati onalism is helping us; Ethiopian

nationalism also helps us to preserve the national interest. 6 Dr. Messay

Kebede stated that it is the elite that make history in Ethiopia. Papers from Dr.

Negede Gobeze and Professor Mamo Muchie focused on organization an d unity
formation, and Ethiopi ads,respedivelgr i treads uni fi

28
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2:00 0 4:30 P.M Eritrea & Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa

The session was co -chair ed by Ato Kidane Alemayhu and Ato Jawar Siraj
Mohammed.

' |

L]

Ato Kidane Alemayhu and Ato Jawar Siraj Mohammed

29






























































































































