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Human and Civil Rights Violations in Ethiopia: Victims of State 

Terror 
 

This Candlelight vigil is staged by the worldwide support committees of  the Ethiopian 

Human Rights Council (EHRCO) , to expose and denounce the terror being unleashed by the 

Ethiopian government following the May 15 parliamentary election. 

 

The Ethiopian Human Rights Council is an independent, non-governmental, non-profit 

making, non-partisan and non-political organization. It is the only human rights organisation 

in Ethiopia which has been advocating for democracy,  human rights and the rule of law since 

its establishment14 years ago. It has relentlessly and under duress and with a lot of sacrifice 

monitored and exposed human rights violations in Ethiopia and published numerous 

incontestable reports and appeals. EHRCO's work ethics and objectivity has gained it respect 

from all corners.  

 

Ethiopia is currently experiencing an acute humanitarian and political crisis that has arisen 

as a direct consequence of the corrupted vote counting that was carried out following the May 

15  parliamentary election. The EU Election Observer Mission evaluated it as an election that  

“ did not live up to international standards and to the aspiration of Ethiopians for democracy” 

Opposition parties that have complained about the undemocratic nature of the election 

throughout the process eventually declared the outcome as fraudulent and the Coalition for 

Unity and Democracy Party (CUDP) boycotted the parliament and called for non-violent 

protests. Thereafter  killings, torture, mass arrests in short terror became  the order of the day. 

Police and the Special Force loyal to the Prime Minister, Meles Zenawi, shot dead  more than 

hundred protestors,  wounded more than 200 and arrested more than 10,000. Most of the 

prisoners are detained in a malaria- infested camp located in Dedesa,  some 500 km. west of 

Addis Ababa.  

 

In a letter addressed to Meles Zenawi, Amnesty International stated: "...Amnesty 

International has been monitoring developments since then, and believes that the 24 people ( 

which include opposition leaders) still detained and brought to court on November 7, 2005 

are prisoners of conscience who have not used or advocated violence....Among the 58 persons 

at risk of false accusations of treason, which may carry the death penalty, are seven members 

of parliament, 11 journalists, leaders of the Coalition for Unity and Democracy (CUD), civil 

society activists, lawyers, aid workers, two Ethiopian Human Rights Council (EHRCO) 

investigators and two Ethiopian Teachers Association (ETA) leaders, some of whom were in 

hiding or were abroad. Amnesty International fears the detainees may be kept in prolonged 

pre-trial detention in harsh conditions and at risk of ill-treatment, and may not receive a fair 

trial according to international standards. We remain particularly concerned about the health 
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and treatment of Professor Mesfin Woldemariam, 75, founder and former chair of the 

Ethiopian Human Rights Council, who suffers from health problems and needs medical care.  

Amnesty International calls upon the Ethiopian government to abide by the democratic 

mandates of the Ethiopian Constitution and international human rights guidelines to which it 

is a signatory. In particular, Amnesty International:  

  

·     Strongly oppose the possible charge of treason or violent conspiracy against the 24 in 

custody, including CUD president Hailu Shawel (aged 70) and Professor Mesfin 

Woldemariam (aged 75); 

  

·      Appeal for the immediate and unconditional release of these prisoners of conscience 

detained because of their political beliefs; 

·     Call for Professor Mesfin Woldemariam to be transferred to a hospital immediately and 

given all necessary medical care; 

 

·     Urge Ethiopian authorities to allow all the detainees immediate access to their families, 

legal counsel and any medical care they require; 

 

·     Call for all detainees arrested in the protests, totalling over 4,000 throughout Ethiopia, to 

be treated humanely and either charged without delay with a recognizable criminal offense or 

released." 

 

Please add your voice to that of Amnesty International and ask the United Nations to pass a 

resolution asking the Ethiopian government to:  

 

• release immediately and unconditionally all political prisoners;  

 

• send a rapporteur to Ethiopia to investigate on arbitrary detentions and report back; 

 

• work with the opposition parties to find a political solution;  

 

• establish an independent commission that includes respected international human 

rights organisations to investigate into the recent killings.  

 

You also inform your local press, government Ministers and member parliamentarians to 

pressure Meles Zenawi to stop terrorizing the peace loving Ethiopian people.  

 

Join also the Honourable  Anna Gomez, the EU parliamentarian and the head of the European 

Union  Election Observation Mission to Ethiopia, in urging the Ethiopian government to 

"Stop the killing of Ethiopians who dare to believe that democracy is possible in Ethiopia.” 

 

 

EHRCO support Group, Geneva. 

29 November 2005 

 


